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tion shall be construed as empowering the Senate or the National Council to 
restrict or abridge the rights or privileges now exercised by existing Chapters, 
except as expressly provided herein. 

Article IX. — Amendments to this Constitution,— ^o change shall be made 
in this Constitution unless the same shall have been proposed at the session of 
the National Council next preceding the session at which the proposed change 
is voted for ; and no vote shall be bad upon any such proposed change except 
at a stated hour previously ordered by the meeting ; and no amendment shall 
be made without the concurrence of the delegations of two-thirds of the Chap- 
ters represented in the Council. 

Aeticle 1L.— Adoption of this Constitution.— This Constitution shall take 
effect when ratified by fourteen Chapters. 



CHAPTER CONSTITUTION. 
(Recommended by the National Council.) 

I. This Society is one of the co-ordinate branches of the body known as 

The United Chapters of the Phi Beta Kappa, and shall be called the 

Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa Society in the State of . 

II. The object of the Phi Beta Kappa Society is the promotion of scholar- 
ship and friendship among students and graduates of American colleges. 

III. The members of the Chapter shall be elected primarily from the best 
scholars of the graduating classes of the college, secondly from those graduates 
of said college whose post-graduate work entitles them to such honor, and 
lastly from any person distinguished in letters, science or education ; provided, 
however, that the selection from each graduating class shall not exceed one- 
fourth of the number graduated. But the Chapter may make further limita- 
tions or restrictions. 

IV. In addition to scholarship, good moral character shall be a qualifica- 
tion of membership, and any member who is found to have lost this qualifica- 
tion may be expelled from the Society by a four-fifths vote of the members 
present at a regular annual meeting of the Society. 

V. This chapter shall send a delegation to represent it at each National 
Council of the United Chapters, shall contribute its equal part to the financial 
support of the United Chapters, and shall conform to the constitution of the 
United Chapters, and all the lawful requirements of the National Council. 

VI. This Chapter shall, by the enactment of suitable by-laws, provide for 
its election of officers, the initiation of members, the conduct of its meetings, 
and for such other matters as it may deem wise so to regulate. 



WILLIAM SHORT. 

(See page 246.) 
The following information is sent to the editor by Mr. William 
Short, of Louisville, Ky., great grandson of Peyton Short, brother 
of Hon. William Short, president of the Phi Beta Kappa Society 
from 1779 to 1781 : 
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Married at *<Prestwould," Mecklenburg Co., Va., W^ Short (1«*) and 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 'William Skipwith, Bart., Oct" 21^*, 1758. 

ThEIE CPTTTiDBEN. 

1^. William Short (2°*^), born Sept. 30*^, 1759. Died, unmarried, in 
Philadelphia, Pa., Betf^ 5**^, 1849. 

2*^. Peyton Short, born Dec. 17*^ 1761, married 1«* Maria Symmes, daugh- 
ter of John Cleves Symmes and Anna Tuthill ; 2"*^, Mrs. Jane Churchill, 
widow of Armistead Churchill. 

Peyton Short, died Sept^ V\ 1825, in Christian Co., Ky. ; Peyton Short 
moved to Kentucky in about 1790; was a member of the Kentucky State Sen- 
ate from Fayette county 1792-1796. 

At "Spring Garden," Surry county, Va., is a monument erected 
by William Short (2''^) to the memory of his parents, with the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

The earthly remains of William Short and Elizabeth his wife; the former 
descended from a family which were among the early settlers of this country. 
Died Nov. A. D. 1782; the latter daughter of Sir William Skipwith, Bart. 
Died A. D. 1771. 

This marble has been placed here by filial piety to preserve the memory 
of^those who whilst living on the earth were models to Parents, to Children, 
and to Friends. 

WiUiam Short (2^^) son of William Short and Elizabeth Skip- 
with, was born at " Spring Garden," Surry county, Va., Sept. 30, 
1759 ; graduated at William and Mary College, under the presi- 
dency of Bishop J. Madison, in 1779 ; died in Philadelphia Decem- 
ber 5th, 1849. He is buried at Laurel Hill cemetery, near Phila- 
delphia, where a tomb is erected, bearing the following inscription, 
prepared by his friend, Henry D. Gilpin, Esq. : 

Sacred to the memory of 
WILLIAM SHOBT 

BOEN 

at ** Spring Garden,*' Surry Co. Virginia, on the 30*^ of September A. D. 1759. 

Died 
At Philadelphia on the 5^*^ of December A. D. 1849. 

His Life Public and Private 

was distinguished by Ability, Probity and Industry 

never questioned. 

He received from 

President Washington 

with the unanimous approval of the Senate the first appointment to public 

office conferred under 

the Constitution of the United States, 

and from President Jefferson, whose affectionate friendship he always largely 

possessed proofs of similar confidence. 
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These public trusts he fulfilled with a sincere patriotism, a sagacious judg- 
ment and moderation and integrity which deserved and secured success. 

In private life, which for many years he fondly coveted, he was social, in- 
telligent, generous, and urbane. 

The evening of his lengthened days was cheerful and tranquil, and their 
close was welcomed with resignation and borne without a pang. 

Mr. Short has in his possession a silver medal oi BK Society, 
on the back of which are the letters S. P., December 5, 1776. The 
obverse has the Greek letters ^ B K, three stars, and an index 
hand. This medal was probably that of his ancestor, Peyton 
Short. 



THE FIRST COLLEGIATE MEDALS. 

The following letter was received in October last, and is of 
much interest : 

Boston, October 8, 1895. 
To the President of William and Mary College: 

DeaeSik: — The very interesting description of the award of gold medals 
of your institution, presented to certain students by the proceeds of an endow- 
ment by Lord Botetourt, in 1 773-' 75, an account of which, with an engraving, 
appeared in The William and Maby Quabtebly, gave the first authentic de- 
scription of them which numismatists had been able to obtain, though their 
existence had long been known, and some account was printed in this journal 
XThe American Journal of NumismMics] many years ago. In the issue for 
July of the Journal^ a copy of which was sent to your librarian some weeks 
ago, and which, I trust, came safely to hand, we gave an account of these 
pieces, with some reference to the volume on Am£rican Historical Medals, by 
the late Mr. 0. W. Betts, of Yale, who had also mentioned them in his valu- 
able work. I have ventured, in the interest of the science of numismatics, to 
write to you, although a stranger, for the pnrpose of obtaining, if possible, 
some further information concerning them. It is desired to know if those 
medals were struck from dies^ or were engraved with the device of the king 
and queen, etc. If they were struck, it is desired to know by whom, and if 
the dies were made in England or in America. In either case the medals have 
a peculiar interest, for it is believed that they were the first medallic prizes 
offered in what is now the United States. There were certain educational 
medals offered, and descriptions of one or two which were awarded, in Lima, 
South America, at a little earlier date, have been preserved. Hence, if these 
were struck from dies, it is a matter of much historical interest. It would be 
very pleasant to an old member of the Phi Beta Kappa to learn that the first 
intercollegiate society with educational objects, and the first educational prize 
for scholastic attainments, in the shape of struck and engraved medals (the 
Phi Beta Kappa key being the latter), came from the venerable institution over 
which you preside. I trust that the motive of my inquiry will be considered a 
satisfactory excuse for my trespassing on your kindness. If you can favor me 



